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Some of the people mentioned played 

an important role in America’s past 
wars. Many African-Americans I en-
counter today, however, are the unsung 
heroes of a different kind of war. They 
battle for the hearts and minds of our 
inner city youth. For example in Phila-
delphia, The Reverend Herb Lusk, and 
‘‘People for People,’’ are providing wel-
fare to work training, after school tu-
toring for grade school children, as 
well as GED and computer training for 
the poor and disadvantaged. The Rev-
erend Dr. Ben Smith’s Deliverance 
Church, which owns and operates a 
shopping mall and sixty-five outreach 
ministries, has long served the greater 
community. C. Delores Tucker cur-
rently organizes the largest Martin Lu-
ther King Center for Non-violence in 
the nation. One of the many things she 
does for the community is to arrange 
for many to gather and celebrate our 
great Civil Rights leader on his birth-
day at an annual luncheon. 

It is fitting that all Americans salute 
the invaluable services and contribu-
tions of African-Americans and the 
role that they have played and con-
tinue to play in American History.∑

f 

SOLDIERS’, SAILORS’, AIRMEN’S 
AND MARINES’ BILL OF RIGHTS 

∑ Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I sup-
port giving our troops a pay raise, and 
I support improving the retirement 
package of career military personnel. 
However, the bill the Senate has con-
sidered, S. 4, the Soldiers’, Sailors’, 
Airmen’s and Marines’ Bill of Rights, is 
not only too expensive, it was also 
brought to the floor too hastily, with-
out holding hearings on its provisions, 
and before we considered how the bill 
might affect the rest of the budget. 
Even though I want to see a pay raise 
and retirement reform, I had to vote 
against this excessively costly bill. 

When S. 4 was reported out of com-
mittee, it already cost $12 billion more 
than the President requested over the 
next five years. The bill as passed by 
the Senate is estimated to cost $17 bil-
lion more than the President asked for. 
That is just for the next five years. 
Using Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) figures, S. 4 would consume one-
quarter of the projected non-Social Se-
curity surplus in the next fiscal year. 
Once personnel start to retire under its 
provisions, costs will skyrocket. CBO 
estimates that the retirement changes 
in S. 4 will eventually raise the costs of 
military pensions by a whopping 18 per-
cent. These increased costs will come 
due at the same time the baby boom 
generation retires, with the attendant 
strain on Social Security and Medi-
care. 

It is impossible to justify these steep 
increases in costs, particularly since 
not one hearing was held on S. 4. We all 
agree there are problems with recruit-
ment and retention in the military, but 

we did not get the benefit of expert tes-
timony—or any testimony at all—as to 
why, nor did we get input on how best 
to address these problems before pass-
ing this very expensive solution. Last 
year Congress asked the General Ac-
counting Office (GAO) to do a detailed 
study of recruitment and retention 
problems. GAO has been conducting 
surveys and interviewing troops in the 
field to find out why they may plan to 
leave the service. GAO’s preliminary 
findings show that ‘‘money has been 
overstated as a retention factor.’’ 
GAO’s report is due in just a few 
months. Similar studies by CBO and 
the Pentagon are due out shortly. 
Some experts have said that dis-
satisfaction over military health care 
and the operations tempo were more 
important issues for those leaving the 
military. 

I find it most troubling that this bill 
was brought to the floor before we 
passed a budget resolution, and outside 
of the normal Defense Authorization 
bill. With no budget caps, and no other 
defense priorities to consider, the bill 
brought us into a never, never land of 
wishful thinking. The bill sets out the 
most generous package of benefits, but 
does not consider what might happen 
to the rest of the defense budget if 
these cost increases go into effect. Will 
we have to cut readiness, operations 
and maintenance, or procurement ac-
counts? Will we be able to fund steps 
that could reduce the operations tempo 
or make it more predictable? Will we 
be able to fund improvements in mili-
tary health care? 

The so-called firewalls between de-
fense and domestic discretionary 
spending are down. That means that, 
rather than cutting other parts of the 
defense budget to pay for these in-
creases, we may have to cut domestic 
programs instead, like education, the 
environment, or transportation. Ac-
cording to the Concord Coalition, 57 
percent of the budget was devoted to 
entitlements in 1998, but we are now on 
track to devote 73 percent of the budg-
et to entitlements by 2009. This bill 
will worsen the entitlement picture, 
and mean that more and more discre-
tionary spending will have to be cut to 
cover growing entitlements. 

This was a very sad first bill for the 
Senate to consider after we finally 
turned the corner on deficits. We can-
not go back to pre-1974 Budget Act 
spending patterns. We must not aban-
don fiscal discipline and spend the sur-
plus before we even see a penny of it. I 
hope and expect that fiscal sanity will 
be restored and that, when the bill re-
turns from conference or as part of a 
larger measure, I will be able to vote 
for a well-deserved pay raise for our 
military personnel and a reasonable re-
tirement package, but a package that 
fits within the budget framework and 
discipline we have all embraced.∑

FUTURE LEADERS OF THE BIG 
SKY STATE 

∑ Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, in my 
view, public service is the most noble 
human endeavor. Today, more than 
ever, we must look to the younger gen-
eration as leaders for tomorrow. For 
their commitment to community serv-
ice, I am pleased to recognize two of 
Montana’s young leaders. 

Their community work demonstrates 
an ability to make a difference in the 
lives of others. The work of these two 
young Montanans sets an impressive 
standard for their peers. 

I would like to congratulate and 
honor two young Montana students 
who have achieved national recogni-
tion for exemplary volunteer service in 
their communities. Mindi Kimp of Cor-
vallis, Montana, and Jill Lombardi of 
Helena, Montana, have been named 
State Honorees in The 1999 Prudential 
Spirit of Community Awards program, 
an annual honor conferred on only one 
high school and one middle school stu-
dent in each state, the District of Co-
lumbia and Puerto Rico. 

Ms. Kimp is being recognized for her 
work in coordinating a ‘‘senior citizen 
prom’’ for seniors living in Missoula 
and Ravalli counties. Mindi, a 4–H 
member and junior class president, en-
joys a close relationship with her 
grandparents. In helping to plan her 
own Hamilton High School prom, she 
conceived the idea of a senior citizen 
prom. She believed that this would be a 
great way to honor grandparents and 
help restore faith in today’s younger 
generation. Mindi worked closely with 
the Council on Aging in planning the 
event. She solicited donations to make 
the event free to all seniors. She also 
used it to provide prizes, decorations, 
and a rose for every lady. The event 
was so successful that she will speak at 
the State Student Council Convention 
on how to plan a senior citizen prom. 
The event will now be held annually at 
Hamilton High School. 

Ms. Lombardi, a member of the Hel-
ena Youth Advisory Council, is being 
recognized for her leadership role in 
two projects: a skateboard park and 
‘‘Martin Luther King Volunteer Day.’’ 
Jill served on and established the first-
ever Helena Youth Advisory Council. 
As a member, Jill recruited interested 
skateboarders to advise the council on 
the design of the park. She also helped 
to obtain a $50,000 grant from the Turn-
er Foundation for the park’s construc-
tion. In planning the volunteer day, 
Jill worked with the council to orga-
nize activities such as community 
clean-up and youth reading programs. 
She recruited volunteers, analyzed 
community needs, arranged volunteer 
projects, and coordinated celebration 
activities. The event’s success has in-
spired the council to host the event 
again next year. 

Young volunteers like Ms. Kimp and 
Ms. Lombardi are inspiring examples 
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to all of us, and are among our bright-
est hopes for a better tomorrow. It is 
important that we recognize their 
achievements and support their con-
tributions. Numerous statistics indi-
cate that Americans today are less in-
volved in their communities than they 
once were, and it is critical that the 
work of these young people is encour-
aged. 

The program that brought these 
young role models to our attention—
The Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards—was created by The Pruden-
tial Insurance Company of America in 
partnership with the National Associa-
tion of Secondary School Principals in 
1995 to impress upon all youth volun-
teers that their contributions are criti-
cally important and highly valued, and 
to inspire other young people to follow 
their example. In only four years, the 
program has become the nation’s larg-
est youth recognition effort based sole-
ly on community service, with more 
than 50,000 youngsters participating. 

Ms. Kimp and Ms. Lombardi should 
be extremely proud to have been sin-
gled out from such a large group of 
dedicated volunteers. As part of their 
recognition, they will come to Wash-
ington in early May, along with other 
1999 Spirit of Community honorees 
from across the country. While here in 
Washington, ten will be selected as 
America’s top youth volunteers of the 
year by a distinguished national selec-
tion committee. 

I heartily applaud Ms. Kimp and Ms. 
Lombardi for their initiative in seek-
ing to make their communities better 
places to live, and for the positive im-
pact they have had on the lives of Mon-
tanans. I also would like to salute two 
young people in Montana who were 
named Distinguished Finalists by The 
Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards for their outstanding volunteer 
service: Nadia Ben-Youssef and Angela 
Bowlds. 

All of these young people have dem-
onstrated a level of commitment and 
accomplishment that is truly extraor-
dinary in today’s world, and deserve 
our sincere admiration and respect. 
These young Montana leaders show 
commendable community spirit and 
tremendous promise for America’s fu-
ture.∑ 

f 

CUMBERLAND ISLAND NATIONAL 
SEASHORE WITH SPECIAL 
THANKS TO DON BARGER AND 
TAVIA MCCUEAN 

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, last 
week, after more than two years of ne-
gotiations, an agreement was finally 
reached to release funding for land ac-
quisition on Cumberland Island Na-
tional Seashore. Located off the coast 
of Georgia, Cumberland provides a 
unique experience for visitors by ena-
bling them to view seemingly endless 
undeveloped beaches and dunes in pris-

tine condition. The beautiful coastline 
is contrasted by marshes and vast for-
ests of mixed hardwoods. The natural 
environment plays a critical role in 
habitat protection for several threat-
ened and endangered species including 
the bald eagle, the loggerhead sea tur-
tle and the manatee. 

The Island also allows individuals to 
visit the incredible cultural and histor-
ical remnants which exist on the Is-
land. The remarkable history of the is-
land indicates human habitation dat-
ing back thousands of years. First oc-
cupied by the Spanish in the early days 
of the colonial period, the island was 
eventually claimed by the English in 
the mid-1700s. Cumberland also has his-
torical connections to the Revolu-
tionary and Civil Wars. One unique his-
torical reference to the island—brought 
to my attention by the Senate’s own 
resident historian, the distinguished 
Senior Senator from West Virginia, re-
lays the story that after his duel with 
Alexander Hamilton on July 11, 1804, 
Aaron Burr fled to Cumberland Island 
in exile—only to eventually leave after 
being snubbed by the island residents. 

With this agreement, we have not 
only preserved the Island in accordance 
with its designation as a National Sea-
shore, but we have taken the critical 
steps necessary to restore and main-
tain the historic and cultural resources 
on Cumberland which had been seri-
ously neglected for several years. The 
agreement also provides additional ac-
cess to individuals wishing to visit the 
historic resources on the island. By re-
leasing the monies for the land pur-
chase and implementing these changes, 
we will be making the ultimate bene-
factors the future generations of Amer-
icans who will have the opportunity to 
experience the natural and historical 
treasures possessed by Cumberland Is-
land. 

I would like to take a moment to 
publicly recognize and express my sin-
cere appreciation to Don Barger, 
Southeast Regional Director of the Na-
tional Parks and Conservation Associa-
tion (NPCA), for his assistance in re-
solving the issues on Cumberland Is-
land National Seashore. Don has been 
with NPCA since 1992. Having once 
climbed Mount Rainier, Don transfers 
this same motivation and dedication to 
his work. He is an avid and passionate 
defender of preserving and protecting 
our National Park System. 

Don played a vital role in crafting 
the Cumberland agreement by actively 
engaging and compromising with nu-
merous interested stakeholders while 
at the same time fulfilling his duty to 
preserve the integrity of the Wilder-
ness Act and the National Park Sys-
tem. His tireless effort and willingness 
to commit his time, energy and enthu-
siasm to this process reflect well upon 
him and on the National Parks and 
Conservation Association. 

I would like to pay special thanks to 
Tavia McCuean, Georgia State Director 

of The Nature Conservancy, who vigi-
lantly pursued the critical land acqui-
sition funds for Cumberland. The Cum-
berland agreement would not have been 
possible without the generous commit-
ment of The Conservancy to contribute 
$6 million for the land purchase. 

There were certainly several occa-
sions over the past two years in which 
Tavia and The Nature Conservancy 
could have lost all patience as repeated 
efforts to obtain the land acquisition 
funds were blocked. However, Tavia 
tirelessly and patiently focused her en-
ergy and that of her dedicated staff to-
wards securing the release of these 
funds. Future generations visiting 
Cumberland Island will owe a great 
debt of gratitude for this experience to 
the efforts of Tavia McCuean and The 
Nature Conservancy. 

President Theodore Roosevelt once 
said, ‘‘The nation behaves well if it 
treats the natural resources as assets 
which it must turn over to the next 
generation increased, and not im-
paired, in value.’’ Both Tavia McCuean 
and Don Barger have done well in up-
holding this doctrine and truly rep-
resent the best of public spiritedness.∑ 

f 

RETIREMENT OF HENRY WOODS 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, if you 
consult any of the numerous Congres-
sional directories that are published 
here in Washington, you will see that 
they all list six members of the Arkan-
sas Congressional Delegation—two 
Senators and four House members. But 
for the past 25 years, there has been an 
unofficial seventh member of our dele-
gation: a dynamic, hard-working, can-
do staffer named Henry Woods. After 
two decades in the nation’s capital, 
Henry is retiring, and the state of Ar-
kansas is losing a Washington institu-
tion. 

Henry has helped one Congressman 
and three Senators from Arkansas to 
court and inform constituents, direct 
Arkansans to the assistance they need, 
provide intern opportunities for the 
state’s young people, and stage events 
to advance his members’ priorities at 
home and the state’s interest in Wash-
ington. For the past 25 years, people 
working in the state congressional del-
egation knew that if you wanted to 
launch an ambitious project and have 
it done well, you wanted Henry Woods 
to be in charge of it. 

His institutional memory is as in-
credible as it has been invaluable. It is 
not uncommon for him, at a moment’s 
notice, to recall the name of a con-
stituent’s wife, the ages of their chil-
dren and which schools they attend, 
which of his cousins serve in the State 
Legislature, and what civic groups he 
belongs to and who he supported in the 
last campaign. He can also cite zip code 
after zip code, not to mention phone 
prefixes for cities and towns across Ar-
kansas. 
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